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Already, wind is providing more than a
quarter of our electricity every year.

The more clean, renewable, energy we use
to power our homes, farms, schools and
businesses the less we rely on the fossil fuels
that are putting our planet in danger and our
future at risk.

Ireland has a legally binding EU target to get 16
per cent of our total energy — electricity, heat
and transport — from renewables by 2020.

Wind energy alone is on track to get us around
half way there.

More wind means fewer carbon emissions and

will help Ireland lead the fight against climate
change.

! https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator




SAVING YOU MONEY

Wind is the cheapest renewable energy source in Ireland.’

Last year it reduced energy imports by €250 million which means your money stays at home,
supporting Irish jobs and Irish businesses.

Wind energy also helps to lower electricity prices. While wind farms do get financial support to
help with high upfront costs studies consistently show this is balanced out because wind reduces
the price of electricity.?

A comprehensive analysis of the Irish electricity market by independent energy experts Baringa
estimates wind energy reduced power prices by a total of €2.4 billion since 2000.3

The more wind we use, the smaller your energy bills.

And wind energy is going to save us even more money. If Ireland misses the 2020 renewable
energy targets set by the EU we could face up to €600 million in fines every single year. *
The more wind on the system, the smaller the fines from Europe.

' www.seai.ie/sustainable-solutions/renewable-energy/wind-energy/
2 Studies by the ESRI, SEAI and the EU Commission.

3 Baringa Historical Costs and Benefits, 2018
4 Dail Public Accounts Committee, March 2018
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“The increased production of electricity
from renewables also puts downward
pressure on the wholesale price of
electricity...Wind, when it is available,
squeezes out more expensive electricity

|ll

generated from gas or coa







Most wind farms are in rural Ireland which

means the money invested in wind energy
in Ireland is creating good jobs in counties
struggling to attract investment.

Instead of creating jobs abroad by importing
fossil fuels, we're creating jobs at home.

Last year the IDA even warned that lack

of investment in wind energy could cause
problems trying to attract companies which only
want to use renewable energy.’

Put simply, the more wind energy in Ireland,
the more jobs at home and the more attractive
Ireland is for foreign direct investment.

NEIL MCKENNA

Site Supervisor
with Energia

“Having worked in Australia for the past
six and a half years | kept a close eye on

developments at home and in particular

the wind industry as there seemed to be
more sites getting constructed in my area.
With this in mind | started to look into jobs
and was lucky an opportunity came up with
Energia that enabled me to return

to Ireland with my family.”

! https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/business/ida-worry-over-lack-of-renewable-power-spend-816417.html



THE FUTURE

Wind is Ireland’s best source of clean, renewable energy.
It is creating jobs and keeping money in Ireland.

Opinion polls regularly show support for wind energy at
between 70 and 84 per cent.’

But we can do more.

We have a vision for Ireland in 2030, one where 70 per cent
of our electricity comes from a range of different renewable
energy sources with wind at its heart.

This is ambitious. It is challenging. But it is achievable.
;’

Find out more about our vision for a cleaner, greener, 2030 at www.iwea.com

! Research Now for ESRI 2016; Ipsos MRBI 2016; Interactions 2017.




