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By email to countyplan@Ilouthcoco.ie / forwardplanning@louthcoco.ie

Date: 28™ July, 2015
Dear Sir/Madam,
Re: “Draft Louth County Development Plan (2015 — 2021) Proposed Material Alterations.

The Irish Wind Energy Association (“IWEA”) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the
proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Louth County Development Plan 2015-2021.

The Irish Wind Energy Association (“IWEA”) is lIreland’s leading renewable energy
representative body and as such has an active interest in the potential for renewable energy,
and in particular wind energy. As this Development Plan will aim to direct the future growth
of County Louth over the medium to long term and assist in the assessment and decision
making of planning applications for wind energy developments, IWEA very much welcomes
the opportunity to comment on the proposed Draft County Development Plan and remains
at the disposal of the forward planning section should you wish to contact us in relation to
any specific aspect of this submission.

IWEA has made submissions throughout this process in support of Co. Louth’s renewable
energy ambitions, including submissions to the Issues paper for the “Renewable Energy
Strategy for County Louth” dated 6™ March 2013; the Review of Louth County Development
Plan dated 10" January 2014, the “Draft Louth County Development Plan” dated 17
December 2014 and we are now pleased to be able to contribute further to this process as it
moves towards the final stages before adoption.

We reiterate the comments made in these submissions as they are applicable to this Draft
County Development Plan submission.

Yours sincerely,

*sent by email, no signature required

Brian Dawson
Head of Communications
Irish Wind Energy Association
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1.0 Introduction

The Irish Wind Energy Association (“IWEA”) is lIreland’s leading renewable energy
representative body and as such has an active interest in the potential for sustainable
energy. IWEA is committed to promoting the use of wind energy in Ireland and beyond as
an economically viable and environmentally sound alternative to thermal or nuclear
generation and promotes awareness and understanding of wind power as the primary
renewable energy resource. IWEA members are involved in developing more than 85% of
the wind farm capacity that is planned to be built from now to 2020.

IWEA welcomes progress being made at local at national level towards meeting our EU
commitments under EU Directive 2009/28/EC on the Promotion of Renewable Energy
Sources, which establishes a binding target of 20% of overall EU energy consumption coming
from renewable sources by 2020. Ireland’s target under the directive is for renewable
resources to account for 16% of total energy consumption by 2020. In line with these
commitments, our national target for electricity from renewable energy sources (RES-E) is
40% by 2020 and we are currently approximately half way towards reaching that binding
objective.

The European Union is also now in the process of agreeing a further series of targets for
renewable energy towards 2030 and Ireland in October 2014 agreed to new 2030 targets
which seek a 40% reduction in Green House Gas Emissions and a binding EU target for
renewable energy of “at least 27%”.

Positive progress is being made towards our targets and especially in the renewable
electricity area, where for 2014 18.3% of Ireland’s electricity came directly from indigenous
wind energy, and already this year for the first half of 2015, 25% of our electricity demand
has been met from Irish wind energy alone. Cutting the need for the use of imported,
expensive and emissions heavy fossil fuels, however much work in developing our renewable
energy potential is yet to be done.

1.1 Benefits of wind energy development to Louth County Council

As the vast majority of new renewable capacity will be provided by on-shore wind, the 40%
target is a significant challenge for the Irish wind industry as a whole. An approximate
doubling of additional wind capacity will need to be installed on-shore in Ireland within the
coming years if we are to meet our 2020 RES-E target. The expansion of the Irish wind
industry will be an extremely positive economic development for Co. Louth and will result in
greater grid security and stability, job creation, Local Authority rates and development
contributions, lower energy prices and will bring about a reduction of GHG emissions.

County Louth has 4.7MW of wind energy capacity installed, which represents only 0.2% of
the total Irish installed wind energy capacity (2395MW)! but there is an active and positive
interest in the power of renewable energy in the country. This was manifested most recently
by the opening to the public on June 15% to celebrate Global Wind Day, of the wind turbine
at the Dundalk Institute of Technology. The open day which saw over 100 people young and
old visit the turbine to learn about its operation and the positive power of wind energy.

1 http://www.iwea.com/windstatistics
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2.0 Renewable Energy & the Louth County Council Renewable Energy Strategy (RES)

IWEA warmly welcomes the clear statement within the Draft CDP under section 9.4, “As a
Planning Authority, it is important that Louth County Council recognises the range of new
and developing technologies that can contribute to minimising greenhouse gas emissions,
providing for a secure and stable energy supply and securing a greater proportion of our
energy from renewable sources.”

IWEA support Policy EnCol2 set out at Section 9.4 “Renewable Energy”: “The Council will
aim to produce a Renewable Energy Strategy for County Louth during the lifetime of this
development plan.” IWEA note the delay in progressing Policy EnCo12 and would call for the
work on this Renewable Energy Strategy to be progressed at the earliest possible
opportunity within the clear framework provided for by the Department of the Environment.

We strongly welcome the proposed inclusion of the new text in the section on renewables
energy policies citied at EnCo 8 — EnCo12. That the preparation of a Renewable Energy
Strategy for the county, should be prepared in accordance with SEAlI document entitled “A
Methodology for Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategies”.

IWEA also warmly welcomes the overall focus on renewable energy and commitments such
as contained within TC29 to support the development of infrastructure to support electric
vehicles.

3.0 Wind Energy — Section 9.4.1

IWEA would call within the Material Amendments process for there to be further
consideration of the text of paragraph 9.4.1, where it is stated “It is possible that future large
scale wind generation may be located off the Louth coast as opposed to inland locations.”
IWEA requests that this overly general, unquantified and unfounded statement be deleted
from the draft development plan particularly in the absence of a detailed Renewable
Energy Strategy where all renewable options should be given fair and equal consideration
in order to find the optimum renewable energy mix for the country.

Best practice in strategic planning points that all planning applications for wind energy
development within areas identified as “Preferred Areas” and “Areas Open to
Consideration” be assessed on a case-by-case basis. All wind farm development applications
will be subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Natura Impact Statement (NIS)
and will be screened for an Appropriate Assessment (AA), the findings of which will
determine the suitability of the proposal relative to any potential environmentally sensitive
receptors.

4.0 DoEHLG Wind Energy Planning Guidelines, 2006

At Section 9.4.1, the Draft Development Plan sets out a synopsis of the technical update
proposals to the Wind Energy Guidelines. IWEA points to the fact that the proposals as set
out are draft and under consultation and requests that until final resolution of the technical
update to the DoEHLG Wind Energy Guidelines that any reference to the Department’s
Guidelines within the forthcoming County Development Plan are referenced as follows:



“Wind Energy Developments must meet the requirements and standards set out in the
DoEHLG Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006, or any subsequent related Guidelines.”

5.0 Grid

IWEA would like to highlight the importance of the development of grid infrastructure. We
consider that the full range of alternatives which are feasible for the development of
transmission infrastructure should be given full consideration and evaluation, and only at
that stage can a balanced judgement be formed on the acceptability of a particular proposal.

Furthermore there should be an onus on the transmission operator to review new
developments in technology performance to ensure that its consideration of alternative
technologies is up to date and consistent with best international practice. The industry
would have a concern to ensure that the Development Plan as proposed is not overly
prescriptive and that flexibility is provided to allow for the ‘best fit’ solution in each case.

6.0 Natura Impact Report and Map 9.1 “Areas suitable for Wind Energy Development”

IWEA notes that the Draft County Development Plan underwent a Habitat Directive
Assessment (HDA), under the provisions of Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC;
which now forms part of part of the public consultation along with the SEA, Environmental
Report.

IWEA note that the boundaries of the Natura 2000 Sites define the boundaries of the “No-
Go” designations defined in Map 9.1 “Areas suitable for Wind Energy Development”. IWEA
and all of its members are committed to ensuring that any new development proposals
located within or adjacent to Natura 2000 sites are plan—led, site sensitive, sustainable and
designed to meet the stringent requirements set down in the in the Birds and Habitats
Directives and the associated Regulations & Guidance to protect these sites, and to ensure
that no adverse impacts occur as a results of such proposals

IWEA is clear that there should be no blanket prohibition of development in or adjacent to
Natura 2000 sites. The exclusion of these areas runs contrary to specific EU Commission
advice on the implementation of Natura 2000 regulations which states that:

"The Habitats Directive does not, a priori, exclude wind farm developments in or adjacent to
Natura 2000 sites. These need to be judged on a case by case basis."

In line with the Natural 2000 guidelines, IWEA strongly believe that the placement of Natura
2000 sites should be considered as areas “Open to Consideration” as opposed to “No-Go”
Areas as these sites would be subject to rigorous protection under the applicable legislation
which is applied on a case-by-case basis in accordance with best practice, taking into
consideration the merits of the individual proposal and also assessing the proposal in
combination with other proposals and spatial considerations which have the potential to
impact on Natura 2000 sites.



7.0 Conclusion

IWEA welcomes the opportunity to engage in this consultation process. We trust that this
submission will inform the final Draft Louth County Development Plan 2015 — 2021 and we
look forward to any further opportunities to contribute to the County Development Plan
preparation process.

" http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/Wind_farms.pdf
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